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Conservation Efforts

 Smart clocks and systems (Weathertrac)

 Use of well water to irrigate

 Water sensors in fields

 Installing turf athletic fields

 Xeriscape landscaping in non-play areas

 Water reductions required by municipalities

 Delaying sprinkler starts, ending sprinkling earlier

 Installing low-flow faucets and toilets



More Conservation efforts
 Installing master valves on main lines

 Maintain cooling towers

 Reduce the acreage of shrub beds

 More watering at night (sometimes not allowed)

 Use additional personnel to monitor 

 Taller mowing heights

 Reducing water days and run times

 Fertilize more often

 Monitoring abnormalities in billing cycles

 Custodial equipment that reduce water usage



The Increasing Cost of Tiered Water Rates 
Sunrise Elementary in Sandy City 

Comparison FY 2014 and 2018

Up 18.4%

2014 Water Bill Breakdown

Block Max Gallons Range (gal) Rate Per Unit Estimated 
Cost

Basic Fee flat Rate 299.25 299.25

Schools >6000 $2.39 1,000 $5,219.76

Total $5,519.01

2018 Water Bill Breakdown

Block Range (gal)
Gallons 
Billed

Rate Per Unit Estimated 
Cost

Basic Fee flat rate 123.34 123.34

Block 1 <=80,000 80,000 $1.64 1,000 $131.20

Block 2
80,000 to 
740,000

660,000 $2.53 1,000
$1,669.80

Block 3
740,000 to 
1,480,000

740,000 $2.98 1,000
$2,205.20

Block 4 > 1,480,000 704,000 $3.42 1,000 $2,407.68

Total $6,537.22



Student Intern Program
Step 5: Compare Estimated Turf Water Requirement to Actual Water Use 

Altara Elementary

Custodian Elisa Rodriquez

Sq. Footage 270,508

Acres 6.21

1 Acre Inch 27,154 gallons

Site Acre In. 168,626 gallons

Estimated Inside Usage 40,000 gallons

2015 2015 2016

ET Actual Usage New Usage

January 40,908 40,908 40,908

February 40,000 40,000 40,000

March 47,631 47,631 47,631

April 518,683 502,645 376,742

May 268,554 504,831 1,344,874

June 1,468,611 2,007,911 1,723,708

July 1,106,626 2,873,401 1,779,832

August 1,165,084 2,337,438 1,779,832

September 996,457 2,082,594 671,391

October 448,422 863,140 208,371

November

December

Total Gallons 6,100,975 11,300,499 8,013,288
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Conservancy in 

Washington 

County School 

District



What are we doing?
 5-year program to replace irrigation control 

systems with water smart controllers.  This will 
enable us to utilize the latest technology for 
landscaping

 Increasing irrigation employees and requiring 
employees to attend education programs 
and attain certifications in utilizing weather 
stations and moisture sensors to minimize 
water usage.

 New landscape construction using significant 
amounts of organic matter to ensure water is 
retained in soil and root zone.

 New high school and middle school will be 
using well water to water all large turf areas.



What are we doing?

 Replaced 287 toilets from 3.5 gallon flush 

to 1.6 gallon flush as well as 100 urinal flush 

values from 1.5 gallon flush to 1 gallon 

flush.

 Implementation of energy program –

District has added about a million square 

feet to our water usage and stayed 

consistent.



Information from: www.wcwcd.org/business-growth/impact-fees/ -

used with permission of WCWCD. 

http://www.wcwcd.org/business-growth/impact-fees/


Information from: https://www.sgcity.org/utilities/utilityrates - Used with permission of WCWCD.

https://www.sgcity.org/utilities/utilityrates


Information from: Washington County Water 

Conservancy District krathje@wcwcd.utah.gov via 

mail200.atl81.rsgsv.net, karry@wcwcd.gov via 

mail86.us4.mcsv.net – used with permission of WCWCD.


